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Tae ANNUAL Report AND Councit ELECTION. 


The Annual Report and the voting papers are 
now once more in our hands. The Council election 
promises to be a very unexciting one. There are 
nine vacancies, the ninth having been created by 
the death of Mr. Richard Roberts. All the eight 
retiring members of Council, viz., Messrs. Carter, 
McI. McCall, McKinna, Mulvey, Price, Shipley, 
Slocock, and Prof. Shave—are offering themselves 
for re-election. On the other hand, only three new 
candidates—Messrs. Crowhurst, Packman, and Prof. 
Gofton—are coming forward. The old members, 
of course, can be judged by their records ; and the 
most likely event is that all will retain their seats. 
Such interest as lies in the election, therefore, 
centres round the filling of the ninth place. Mem- 
bers must make their choice according to their 
general estimate of the candidates’ fitness for office 
—there is no special test question before the pro- 
fession, except, of course, that no candidate should 
receive a vote unless he is a supporter of our pend- 
ing Bill. The great majority of the candidates 
have not yet issued election addresses, but we fancy 
that all support the Bill, as we know that most do. 
Taking it for granted that all support it, as we 
think we safely may do, the election resolves itself 
into a question of the general fitness of the candi- 
dates for the work of the Council. 

The Annual Report should provide ample 
material for discussion at the general meeting. 
The financial statement, of course, is worse than 
ever before—our expenditure has exceeded our in- 
come by £465. Not much can be said about it— 
nothing can check our downward progress except 
the passage of the Bill, and we know that the 
Council are doing all they can to effect that. But 
there are many other points in the Report, chiefly 
educational and Parliamentary ones, which might 
profitably be discussed. For instance, one note- 
worthy feature in the Report is its definite promise 
that next year’s Register shall contain “the new 
regulations for the Fellowship Degree, and for the 
Diploma in Veterinary State Medicine.” However, 
far these matters may have been dealt with in Com- 
mittee—one of them, in fact, has already passed its 
Committee stage—neither has yet been decided by 
the Council. Evidertly the intention is to decide 
them very soon ; and this meeting may be our last 
chance of offering suggestions upon them, before 
they are finally settled. 

__ Lastly, there will be the dinner in the evening, which 
all should attend who can. An unofficial function, it yet 
hasample official support ; for the President will be in 
the chair, and the Treasurer is taking an active part in 


PorvLent CATARRH OF FRONTAL AND MAXILLARY 
SinusEs in A HorsE THROUGH THE INTRODUCTION 
OF Foon. 


In a’Prussian annual official veterinary report, 
the following rare case is recorded. A horse showed 
unilateral nasal discharge, bulging of the frontal 
sinuses, swelling of the submaxillary lymphatic 
glands, and emaciation. The animal was slaugh- 
tered; and post-mortem a gap filled with chewed 
masses of food was found between the first and 
second left upper molars. The left superior maxil- 
lary sinus and both frontal sinuses were blocked 
up with similar masses. The septum between the 
two frontal sinuses no longer existed. The mucous 
membrane of the frontal sinuses was inflamed, and 
showed a deposit of pus about a millimetre in thick- 
ness.—(Berliner Tier. Woch.) 


INTESTINAL OCCLUSION IN CATTLE AND ITS 
DIAGNOSIS. 


Bru has published (Revue Vétérinaire) an article 
upon this subject. The causes of intestinal occlu- 
sion in cattle are generally either invagination, 
volvulus, or internal hernia, the latter term signify- 
ing a strangulation of a portion of intestine in a 
rupture of the mesentery or of the epiploon. The 
condition manifests itself by a series of symptoms 
which should be studied in their evolution from 
day to day, 

The symptoms seen on the first day are colic, 
complete anorexia, almost complete absence of 
defecation, and very rapid action of the heart. On 
the second day the colic persists, the constipation is 
absolute, and the anorexia is always complete. 
The pulse is smaller and is sometimes even more 
accelerated than on the first day. Augmentation 
of the volume of the abdomen is almost always 
present. 

When rectal exploration is undertaken, it is first 
found that the rectum is empty. When the arm 
is introduced as deeply as possible, a tumefaction, 
which is constituted by the invagination of volvulus, 
is encountered. This tumefaction is mobile in all 
directions, and has no adhesion to the abdominal 
walls. In the case of invagination it presents a 
certain consistence, while in the case of volvulus it 
conveys a sensation of elasticity, which is due to 
the gas it encloses. The tumefaction is only 
slightly sensitive, but its volume and its situation 
are variable. 

The animals do not die much before the sixth or 
seventh day, unless, as happens in certain cases of 
intestinal strangulation, there is a rupture of a coil 





its organisation, 


of intestine. 
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When they survive to the third day they often 
show an apparent abatement in the acuteness of 
the symptoms, which is due to the necrosis of the 
compressed portion of intestine. This seeming 
improvement ought not to mislead the practitioner, 
for the beats of the heart are always increased, 
which is an essential symptom. 

The affection may be confused with acute 
enteritis, intestinal indigestion, or urethral calculi. 
Rectal exploration alone enables a decided diagnosis 
to be made.—(Annales de Méd. Vét.) 


‘“‘ DUNG-BALL’’ IN THE HORSE AFTER THE 
InGEsTION oF Coat Tar. 


Léoret and Perrean report (Journal de Méd. Vét. 
et de Zoot. de Lyon) the case of a ten-year-old horse 
which, after suffering from colicky symptoms for 
some days, was brought to the hospital of the Lyons 
School. Amongst other symptoms which had been 
shown were lying down cautiously, lying stretched 
out upon the side, lying upon the back, and rolling. 
The veterinary surgeon in attendance had given an 
injection of pilocarpine, and had ordered castor oil, 
clysters, etc.; but no improvement had been pro- 
duced—rather the reverse. 

When examined by the authors, the animal held 
his head low, seemed indifferent to his surround- 
ings, and held the four limbs close together under 
the body. From time to time he turned the head 
towards the flank, attempted to lie down, and could 
only be induced to remain standing by threats. 
The nostrils were dilated, the mucous membranes 
were congested and dark red in colour, and the ears 
were cold and held almost horizontally. 

The abdomen was considerably distended, and 
auscultation of it revealed no intestinal sounds. 
The abdomen was sensitive neither to pressure nor 
to percussion. 

The pulse was frequent, small, and rapid; the 
heart was beating violently; and the temperature 
102-2° F. 

From time to time efforts to defecate were shown, 
but were without result. 

The symptoms indicated an intestinal occlusion, 
but its nature could not be diagnosed. The animal 
died a few hours after entering the hospital. 

Post-mortem, the intestine was found distended 
with gas and putrefying fecal material. A large 
“dung-ball” was found obstructing the floating 
colon about two feet from the large colon. In this 
region the intestinal wall showed some ulcerations, 
and a local peritonitis had commenced. 

The aspect and structure of the dung ball were 
remarkable. Its external form was that of a tri- 
facial pyramid with rounded angles. Its height 
was four inches; its diameter at the base was six 
inches ; and its weight was roughly about 1lb 2}oz. 
Externally, it seemed to be constituted on three 
of its faces by a yellow material of velvety aspect 
and fecal odour. Its base was constituted by a 
brown, dry, hard, brittle material resembling car- 
penter’s glue. 

Upon section, the structure was not homogenous, 
but was made up of several concentric layers. In 











the centre was a black nucleus of doughy consist- 
ence, which, when analysed, was found to be 
composed of coal tar. This nucleus was surrounded 
by a layer of yellow fecal material. Then came 
another black layer of tar, which was continuous 
with the dessicated substance forming the base of 
the pyramid. Finally, at the exterior, was found 
the yellow material already described. 

The history furnished by the owner explained 
the strange structure of this “dung ball.” A 
quantity of tar had been in the stable within reach 
of the horse, and the animal had repeatedly in- 
gested some of it.—(Annales de Méd. Vét.). 


[So far as I know, this is the first time that the 
ingestion of coal tar has been reported as causing 
intestinal trouble in the horse. One would suppose 
that few horses would ingest it.—TRansL. | 

W. R. C. 








Ropal College of 
Veterinarp Surgeons. 


FELLOWSHIP DEGREE. 


A meeting of the Board of Examiners for the 
Fellowship Degree was held at the College, 10 Red 
Lion Square, W.C,, on Saturday, May 17th. The 
following is a list of the successful candidates 
together with the titles of their respective theses: 
“The Veterinary Surgeon 

and his relation to the Re- 

frigerated Meat Supply.” 
“ Periodontal Disease of 
Horses, 


ALEXANDER CRABB, 


Ws. Lancetor LITT Lez, 

J. R. Hopexins, “Rinderpest in India.” 

W. Asne Kine, “ Foot-and-Mouth Disease.” 
The Examiners were Mr. W. Hunting, Prof. J. Mac- 
ueen, and Mr. J. Malcolm ; Mr. W. J. Mulvey in the 


chair. 
Frep. Buiwock, Secretary. 








CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


An ordinary meeting was held at the Royal Col 
of Veterinary Surgeons, 10 Red Lion Square, W.C., 
on Thursday, May Ist, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, President, 
in thechair. The following Fellows signed the attend- 
ance book :—Messrs. J. Willett, S. H. Slocock, N. 
Almond, R. J. Foreman, A. Crabb, W. R. Davis, G. 
Gordon, Prof. J. Macqueen, A. Neish. F. W. Chamber- 
lain, R. Bryden, R. Eaglesham, L. Auchterloine, F. W. 
Willett, G.H. Broad, H. D. Jones, Wm. Hunting, 
G. H. Livesey, W. R. Clarke, E. L. Stroud, F. J. 
Taylor, Prof. G. H. ee Prof. E. B. Reynolds, 
G. Sutton, W.S. King, W. Willis, and Hugh A. Mae- 
Cormack, Hon. Sec. Visitor: Mr A. N. Nicholas. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been pub- 
lished, were approved and signed, on the proposition of 
Mr. Almond, seconded by Mr. F. W. Willett. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


The Hon. Sec. (Mr. Hugh A. MacCormack) an- 
nounced that a telegram had been received from Mr. 
Coleman (Swindon) regretting inability to be 





A pamphlet had been received from Dr, J. D, By 
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Holmes, M.A., D.SC., M.R.C.v.s.—* Bulletin: A note on 
some interesting results following the internal adminis- 
tration of arsenic in canker and other diseases of the 
foot in horses,” who had sent similar journals at the last 
meeting. 

The Secretary, on the motion of the President, was 
instructed to acknowledge the receipt of the “ Bulletin,” 
and thank Dr. Holmes for forwarding it. 

A letter had been received from Mr. Ainsworth 
Wilson resigning his Fellowship of the Society, he being 
now in Scotland. 

The PRESIDENT remarked that last year Mr. Wilson 
sent in his resignation, but was persuaded to withdraw. 
As Mr. Wilson was now in Endinburgh and could not 
attend the meetings, the Society could not but accept 
his resignation with great regret. 

This was agreed to, on the motion of Mr. Foreman, 
seconded by Mr. F. W. Willett. 


NOMINATIONS. 


Mr. H. J. PARKIN, M.R.C.vV.s. Barking Road, East 
Ham, E.; and Mr. J. CanILL, M.R.C.v.8., 103 Stock- 
well Road, Stockwell, were nominated, and will come 
up for election at the next meeting. 


Tue R. 8. I. Concress. 


On the motion of Mr. J. Willett, seconded by Prof. 
Wooldridge, it was agreed to send a delegate to the 
Paget Sanitary Sanitary Institute Congress (Exeter) 
in July. 

Mri. WILLETT moved, and Mr. Slocock seconded, 
the nomination of the President as delegate. 

The PRESIDENT said they ought to nominate some- 
body else, as his business took him frequently away 
from home. However, he would be pleased to go, pro- 
vided they left it to his discretion to nominate a substi- 
tute if unable to attend the Congress personally.—This 
was agreed to. 


SPECIMENS. 


Mr. A. NEIsH submitted for inspection a portion of 
the broken spine of hunting mare. As she had gone 
lame on both fore feet for some considerable time, he 
had been called in to see her, and formed the opinion 
that she was suffering from navicular disease. Several 
veterinary surgeons had seen ber some time previously ; 
she would go sound for two days, and then go lame 

in. On his advice the owner had her unnerved, 
with the result that when the hobbles were loosed after 
the operation was finished she could not get up. He 
turned her over with the same result; she could not 
get up from from one side or other, and it.looked as if 
she were paralysed behind. He put her in slings and 
pulled her up, but she knuckled over. Mr. Neish did 
not know the history of the mare, but he ascertained 
from the groom that two years previously she had been 
saadentely cast in the stall, before the present owner 
had bought her, and injured her spine, and she had 
been in slings for a month or six weeks. The mare 
was slaughtered and sent tu Harrison and Barber’s, and 
the post-mortem showed that the back was broken, yet 
there wus no indication of disease of the spine. 

In reply to the President, Mr. Neish said the age of 

mare was 12 years. 

Mr. ALMoNnD wanted to know whether the foot lame- 
ness had been verified by the post-mortem. 

Mr. Netsu replied in the negative, stating that he 
was too busy at the time. to prolong the post-mortem 

ing the feet. 
r. LIVESEY mentioned the case of a small Pekingese 
dog, six years old, which had always had a rather pecu- 

, lumpy throat. About three weeks ago he was called 

ot a big swelling in the dog’s throat. He came 
to the conclusion that it was an enlargement of the left 





harm could come from that, he reassured the owner, ad- 
vising iodine liniment if he wanted something applied. 
He thought in time the thyroid would regain its normal 
size and that the dog at any rate would suffer no incon- 
venience. A week later he again saw the dog, and was 
surprised to find that the original swelling, which was 
just above the thorax, had mounted up the neck to one 
side of the larynx. He found an opening in the skin, 
just large enough to admit a very small probe, about 
the size of a pin head, and out of it there exuded a very 
thin, clear discharge ; no pus was present. A micro- 
scopical examination failed to reveal any pus organisms, 
it appeared to be a slightly yellow fluid of a serous 
nature, and it was colloidal. It seemed to him to come 
from the thyroid gland, but he gave a very guarded 
opinion until he was able to probe it properly. The 
next day he pressed the probe in to a depth of 1} inches, 
and satisfied himself that it did not communicate with 
the cesophagus ; there was no smell, and nothing to lead 
One to suspect the presence of a foreign body working 
out of the esophagus. He had been watching it for ten 
days, and the flesh would not heal up, but the swelling 
had disappeared, and there was undoubtedly a sinus, 
which did not discharge pus, but clear, somewhat col- 
loidal matter. He did not know whether any of them 
had had a case of a cyst forming in the thyroid and dis- 
charging externally. The dog ate well, and seemed in 
perfect health ; there were no general symptoms beyond 
a slight disinclination to f off the ground, i.e., to 
bring his chin close to his chest, or to lower his head. 

He would like to know what they considered the best 
mode of treatment should be. He was very loth to in- 
terfere with the thyroid under any circumstances, 

Mr. F. W. CoaMBeRLAIN said he had a similar case 
some two years ago. A fox-terrier was brought to him 
with a sinus in the throat. It had previously been 
treated for about three weeks by iodine injection, but 
no improvement noted. He advised operation, despite 
the fact that the passing of a probe revealed no foreign 
body. The dog was chloroformed, a grooved-director 
passed, and the sinus slit up. To his surprise he then 
found another sinus almost at right angles and extend- 
ing to the region of the jugulars. This sinus he treated 
similarly, and he extracted a small pointed piece of 
cane that must have worked its way through the 
cesophagus. The case made an uninterrupted recovery. 
He would operate in Mr. Livesey’s case. There might 
be a foreign body despite its not being revealed by the 
probe. In his case too the discharge did not appear 
purulent, but glairy. He considered Hydrogen Peroxide 
an infallible test for pus. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE said the case corresponded very 
closely with some cases he had seen, not involving the 
neck, but other parts of the body, which turned out to 
be fistula proceeding from the lymphatic gland. He had 
at that moment a case where a similar condition existed 
in the groin, with a thin, glairy discharge, non-purulent. 
The only treatment so far that he had been able to adopt 
with success was on the lines suggested by Mr. Cham- 
berlain, viz., to open the thing right up, cauterise to its 
depth, and get healing granulation. He had not met 
with such a case as Mr. Livesey had described, involving 
the thyroid. 

Prof. MacqugEN said such a condition as Mr. 
Livesey had described was not uncommon in certain 
dogs, particularly bulldogs. He had no experience of 
it in Pekingese, but he had frequently had cases in 
bulldogs Though the swelling did not always break, 
discharge, or form a sinus, there was often a swellin 
which remained for a considerable time, and which i 
opened would yield a peculiar glairy material, like a thin 
jelly ; the swelling sometimes suppurated and some- 
times disappeared spontaneously or after being dressed 





side of the thyroid gland. As he did not think much 





with tincture of iodine. He had no suspicion that the 
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case mentioned by Mr. Livesey communicated with the 
substance of the thyroid gland, and he thought it would 
be found if a dissection were made of the part that it 
was only an ordinary throat cyst. It might be advisable 
to lay it open and mop out the interior with some anti- 
septic, preferably a weak solution of iodine ; it might 
then close, but closure would not be obtained by work- 
ing through a small outlet. The last case he had be- 
oy gm to a subscriber who took a great interest in dogs 
and was inclined to dabble in bacteriology and the allied 
sciences ; he was averse to any operation, and contented 
himself with external applications. He succeeded in 
reducing the swelling, but it returned at periods. In 
such a case as Mr. Livesey’s, the only remedy he could 
suggest was to make an incision the full length of the 
swelling and dissect out the cyst. 


EczEMA IN THE Doe, by F. W. CHAMBERLAIN, M.R.C.V.S. 
[ This was printed in our issue of May 10, p. 720.] 
Discussion. 


Prof. WooLDRIDGE said he wished to thank Mr. 
Chamberlain for his paper, and for treating the subject 
in the way he had. It certainly afforded plenty of 
material for discussion. There were points in it on 
which they could all express some little difference of 
opinion. He was strongly of opinion that the main 
causes.of eczema were (1) improper diet, and (2) im- 
pe ‘excretions. There were certainly skin lesions 
absol dagistinguishable from eczema due to these 
causes. i s necessarily followed that he was in dis- 

swith Mr. Chamberlain in one important 

snlar. He gathered that Mr. Chamberlain strongly 
‘avoured the view that eczema was contagious. and due 
to a micro-organism: In cases where the eczema was 
proved to be definitely contagious, in bis opinion it 
was not eczema at all, but another skin disease—a 
contagious dermatitis. Another cause of skin irritation 
frequently met with was due to soap, not so much the 
kind of soap, but the fact that the soap was not 
properly rinsed off. He had come across such cases 
requently ; he had a insisted upon rinsing after 
soap, and the condition had not recurred. With re- 

‘to eczema of the pad, it seemed to him a paradox 
that Mr. Chamberlain should suggest tar paving as one 
of the causes, and yet advise the use of tar in its treat- 
ment. Its might be that the tar in the paving blocked 
up the sweat ducts and got plastered in between the 
claws in the paws under the pad, and thus caused irri- 
tation. He did not consider there was any connection 
between eczema and interdigital cysts. One frequently 
came across interdigital cysts in the dog without the 
ordinary symptoms of eczema. As to treatment of 
eczema, he was again in disagreement with Mr. Cham- 
berlain, mainly arising, he presumed, from their previous 
differences of opinion. Mr. Chamberlain favoured ex- 
ternal applications, but he (Prof. Wooldridge) thought 
internal applications and attention to diet and excre- 
tions of greater importance. 

Mr.CHAMBERLAIN interposed with the remark that 
he was.only referring to medicaments when he said that. 

WooLDRIDGE, continuing, said he agreed with 
the view that a flesh diet was by far the best. His own 
Soa bed been subject to eczema, but since changing to a 
flesh diet the trouble had ceased. The condition of the 
ear that Mr. Chamberlain referred to, where there was 
hypertropy of the papillz causing chronic eczema of the 
auditory meatus, never suggested itself to him as eczema 
at all ; it was not due to the same cause. ' As to opium 
interaaliy in treating cases, he himself had not used it ; 
he should certainly try it in future in some cases, but it 
occurred to him that opium was an agent that diminished 
all secretions except those of the skin, and where the 
skin was already excessively active, as in moist or weep- 








ing eczema, he did not think it would be advisable. He 
would use bromide in preference to opium as a sedative 
for that condition. 

Although he did not attach so much importance to 
local applications as to a suitable diet, or to stimulating 
the general excretions, various applications could be 
employed with advantage. The main thing was not to 
use too potent applications. Far more damage was 
done, he thought, and far greater irritation produced by 
those applications than relief given in cases of eczema, 
The simpler and weaker the dressing, the better results 
he had al able to get. One had to give something, 
otherwise the client would not be satisfied. Amongst 
other applications he had used with varying success— 
either as the result of it or in spite of it—had been a 
combination of Chinosol and sub-acetate of lead, with or 
without glycerine and water ; in cases where there was 
much moisture omitting the glycerine, and including it 
where the skin was in a dry and scaly condition, 
Another combination he had used was carbonate of zin 
solutio picis carbonis, glycerine and liquor-calcis, agai 
omitting the glycerine if the skin was moist. Intern: 
he used smart purgatives of calomel, and followed mn 
sulphate of magnesia, or iodide of iron, or Donovan’s 
solution. 

Mr. ALMOND said the subject was an interesting one, 
and one with which in practice they were all no doubt 
familiar. He was not sure that he a with Mr. 
Chamberlain’s definition of eczema. In the medical 
world, he believed, the received definition of eczema 
was a vesicular eruption, non-contagious, and not at- 
tended with fever. In olden times all, or nearly all 
eruptions of the skin were attributed to certain humours 
of the body, but with advancing knowledge such a com- 
prehensive view had been gradually reduced. One 
matter that Professor Wooldridge had referred to re- 
minded him of something that the great John Hunter 
had said with regard to diseases of the skin—that he 
did not know whether it was right to apply anything to 
the skin at all, but if one did not know the cause it was 
better to apply nothing. Usually better results were 
obtained in that way than by the applications used at 
that time, when often energetic treatment was adopted 
with imperfect results. Personally he regarded ordinary 
eczema as due to infection, he thought it was often 
caused by the animal scratching itself owing to fleas or 
other irritation, and so infecting the skin. Such cases 
usually responded to very simple treatment. His stock 
remedy for all ordinary forms of eczema consisted of 
olive oil and ordinary paraffin with creosote, and it was 
generally successful. The paraffin had a drying influence. 
This was applied once a day, and if necessary, when 
there was any dirt or accumulation on the surface of the 
skin ; at other periods of the day he had it dusted with 
boracic acid from an ordinary pepper-box. Nine cases 
out of ten yielded to that treatment without any trouble, 
There was a form of acute eczema frequently met with 
in the summer time associated with vesicular eruption 
a certain amount of purulent discharge on the su 

of the skin, and extreme tenderness. He treated that 
in the same way with n and oil, and very success- 
fully. The hair invariably came out. If the parts were 
clipped just round the edges, and the treatment applied 
from the edges towards the centre, after cleaning if 
necessary, the next day the irritation would be conside 
ably less and the parts very much dryer. From that 
time, if the animal was kept clean, there would be a 
regular progress towards recovery. Pain and irritation, 
in his opinion, were not so much due to the eczema it 
self as to the decomposition of the discharges, which 
acted as an irritant. It was important to remove 
before applying the remedy which he suggested. 
was a form of eczema affecting the scrotum of the dog 
which it was extremely difficult to get rid of, unless 
















8&8 @88 @6 @ mw 6 wom emcee ue 


BSS SOLS Fr Sn ae l aN ers 2 dR Oo 


oe 


7SaP ao 


al 
1a 
t- 
ill 
rs 
n- 
ne 
e- 
er 
he 
to 
as 
re 
at 
ed 
ry 
en 
or 
3€8 
ck 
of 
as 
ce. 
en 
he 
ith 
ses 
le. 
ith 
on 
ace 
hat 
‘S8- 
ere 
- 
er- 
hat 


May 24. igt3 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 448 





course the animal was prevented from getting at it. 
The best amt of doing that was to put a stiff leather 
collar on and treat it in the same way ; recovery took 
place at once. Either a large, flat collar, or a stiff collar 
to prevent the animal curling round to get at it could be 
used. Formerly one regarded the causes of eczema as 
being intrinsic ; now oo were chiefly viewed as ex- 
trinsic, i.e., that the trouble arose from the outside. He 
thought arsenic might be used rationally in skin dis- 
eases, especially where the chronic form of irritation 
occurred. As was well known, if employed for any 
length of time, it had a paralysing influence upon the 
cutaneous nerves and thus tended to reduce the irrita- 
tion. Improper diet no doubt contributed to eczema, 
and it was natural that one in beginning to treat a case 
would see that the functions were acting properly. If 
necessary, a little opening medicine should be given to 
the dog, and of course his diet should be attended to. 
He thought soap in a solid form was a very wrong thing 
to apply direct to the skin of a hairy animal. If his 
clients used solid or soft soap, he always recommended 
them to make a lather and apply that, never to apply 
the solid soap to the hair, as it was almost imposeie to 
rinse it off. If a liquid soap was not used, a solution 
should be applied. ith regard to tar paving being a 
common cause of eczema, eczema was common enough 
before tar paving was introduced. If it was a contri- 
butory cause to-day, it could not have been so at an 
earlier period. He had not seen a great deal of eczema 
of the pad, but he had frequently seen cases affecting 
the interdigital structures. It was more usual for the 
skin between the claws to he affected than the pad 
itself. Cooling salines were no doubt useful in cases 
of eczema. 

Mr. Livesey said that 80 per cent. of skin cases 
brought to him and described by owners or veterinary 
surgeons as eczema were cases of mange, which gave 
way to sulphur ointment properly applied, or, better 
still, sulphur, some alkali and oil rubbed into the skin. 
The parts affected were generally the chest, the elbows, 
and the backs of the thighs. He did not want them to 
think he considered that eczema was not common, for it 
undoubtedly was, but the term was frequently used to 
cover a multitude of diseases—practically every affection 
of the skin the dog was heir to, even ringworm and 
such contagious diseases. 

The commonest form of so-called acute eczema was 
where there was acute dermatitis and inflammation of 
the outer cuticle, with the formation of a large quantity 
of serum with — on the outside skin, accompanied b 
intense pain. That was the worst form they eater. tt 

read rapidly outwards, and was undoubtedly commu- 
nicable from one dog to another. Of other forms, the 
most common was the chronic scaly eczema so often seen 
on the Scotch terrier as described by Mr. Chamberlain. 
If one studied those two forms, all the rest became 
more simple. 

For the acute form the best thing to do was to keep 
the animal scrupulously clean with some antiseptic ; 
anything would do, but he recommended peroxide, dry- 
ing the part from any froth that had formed, clearing 
the hair from the surrounding edges, and sprinkling on 
a little black wash. The next day it would be dry, and 
in two days the crusts would be removed, a perfectly 
clean healthy skin being found underneath it in the 
majority of cases. It was very important to get the 
edges perfectly clean, and to leave no infecting matter 
on the hair surrounding the irritable pa:ts. ith the 
chronic form the best thing to do, if the owner would 
allow it, was to clip the hair along the line of the back, 
clear off all scales and crusts, get the skin clean and dry, 
and rub on some dressing, such as sulphur, zinc oxide 
and salicylic acid, combined with lanoline. Some of the 


long-haired dogs were very subject to acute eczema, and 
the wire-haired were subject to the chronic scaly forms. 

He thought what was often called eczema in dogs 
was really seborrhcea. The sweat glands of a dog did 
not open so freely as in a human being. The idea that 
they were confined to the tongue and | Phish the toes 
was not correct. He had demonstrated to his own satis- 
faction by means of a microscopical section that they 
were distributed all over the surface of the body ; they 
did not open freely on the surface of the skin, but into 
the hair follicle, and for that reason they frequently be- 
came clogged. The dog was a dirty creature ; he would 
roll in the dust and get his coat matted, and it was very 
easy for him to get his sweat glands obstructed. Walk- 
ing backwards and forwards underneath the furniture, 
he would rub his itching back, and that was the cause 
of the trouble, for the thickest skin was on the middle 
line of the back and between the shoulders. Saturation 
with hot water was required in such a case to open the 
mouths of the glands, afterwards putting on some emo- 
lient. That was not eczema at all, although it was 
generally so-called by the public. 

He disagreed with the view that there was any con- 
nection between interdigital abscess and eczema, or that 
internal parasites had anything to do with skin 
diseases in dogs, except occasionally round worms in 
the stomach and intestines ; tapeworms had no effect 
on the skin whatever. He believed eczema to be non- 
contagious for the most part, and only contagious in 
certain acute forms where the matter was transferred 
from the skin of one dog directly on to the sore spot of 
another. So-called contagious eczema he invariably 
found to be mange. 

Prof. MacquEEN : What mange? 

Mr. Livesey: Ordinary sarcoptic mange. Continu- 
ing, Mr. Livesey said so-called puppy eczema was usually 
pustular distemper or sarcoptic mange. He had never 
seen typical eczema in a puppy under six months of age; 
it was essentially a disease of the mature dog. If a 
suckling bitch had eczema, he did not think there was 
any danger for her puppies ; if she had mange, there 
were a chousend to one chances that she would pass 
it on to them. 

He did not agree with the previous speakers in regard 
to soap ; he had rubbed soft soap on dogs and left it on 
without any ill effects. With regard to dressings, they 
could not lay down hard and fast rules. No two dogs 
were alike ; they differed individually. He would be 
very sorry touse Mr. Almond’s paraffin preparation on 
many dogs he knew. Some dogs could stand it, but 
tender skinned animals would become rapidly inflamed. 
He thonght internal treatment had no value at all be- 
yond keeping the animal in a general state of health. 
The most essential thing was to allay irritation, as that 
would prevent the dog from causing further irritation 
by transferring dirt on to the sore spot from his foot. 
did not think it necessary to keep the dog tied up with 
a collar. Marvellous results were often obtained from 
scrupulous cleanliness followed by the application of 
some soothing emollient dressing, such as ordinary zinc 
oxide combined with minute quantities of carbolic acid. 
The dog should be ne indoors for some days so that 
he did not bring in the abominations of the street on 
his feet and transfer them to an already sore place. 
Prof. MacquEEN said the discussion was the most 
extraordinary he had listened to in his career in the 
profession. If they had made an attempt to declare 
themselves empirics, they could not have succeeded 
better. One ay began to wonder, was there such 
athing as eczema of the dog? The definitions of eczema 
led one to ask the further question, could they be 
applied to the skin of the dog? He did not know 
whether they should try to recognise causes for a disease 
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about which there was somuch doubt. Most observers 
would agree there was a condition of the skin commonly 
spoken of as eczema which on examination was found 
to be inflammation or dermatitis. Whether eczema was 
always a vesicular eruption was open to question. All 
cases of so-called eczema did not show vesicles, and 
those that did could not always be so described. He 
He did not believe that cases of mange eczema, occurred 
in anything like the proportion quoted by Mr. Livesey. 
In the human subject there was a form of eczema 
which was really a neurosis, and which attacked persons 
subject to eruptions as a sequence to sudden emotions 
of grief, excitement, or fear. It might be that since the 
advent of motor traction the dog was suffering from 
unusual excitement, and it might be necessary to take 
into consideration the point—was eczema or so-called 
eczema in dogs on the increase in London? He was 
inclined to think it had been since the introduction of 
motors. If eczema was on the increase, could it be 
attributed to a dietetic cause—were the artificial foods 
and biscuits, from which large profits were derived 
common causes of eczema, especially those biscuits so 
carefully described by the essayist, which showed on 
section a few traces of meat of bad quality? With re- 
gard to the local appearance of eczema, the form that 
atacked the eyelids might be due someiimes to eye 
trouble. That confined to the digits, whether eczema 
or other irritation, was probably only associated with 
cysts by pure coincidence. As to whether the disease 
was contagious or not, they were in the same difficulty 
as at the beginning. If it wasa simple irritation or 
dermatitis, Seabally it ought not to so regarded, 
but if all external inflammations were to be regarded as 
bacterial in origin, then it ought to be looked upon as 
contagious by inoculation or by direct contact. If it 
was largely parasitic, like sarcoptic mange, then of 
course it would be contagious, but otherwise it seemed 
to him that unless they recognised in the inflammation of 
the skin a bacterial infection, it was not likely to be con- 
tagious. He noticed Mr. Chamberlain gave two recipes 
containing fat. One contained olive oil, and the other 
lard. He had been taught—and he had no reason to alter 
this view—that no fatty application totheskin was likely 
to be beneficial in eczema. He made an exception in the 
case of dry eczema, which might not be eczema at all, 
where the skin was scurfy, for probably in that condi- 
tion a fatty constituent would be of advantage, but for 
the ordinary weeping eczema—let them call it dermatitis 
or seborrhcea if they liked—he maintained the proper 
treatment was a dressing free from fat, or even a dry 
dressing. The third recipe given by Mr. Chamberlain 
was more modern, and, he thought, more likely to be 
beneficial. With regard to internal remedies, the use of 
arsenic in veterinary practice was based on experience 
of its action in the human subject. Its use was largely 
a fallacy when applied to the smaller animals, but the 
practice still continued. In skin disease of dogs arsenic 
often aggravated the condition it was meant to relieve. 
It gained some of its reputation in human therapeutics 
because of its effect in producing cedema of the skin, 
which gave persons suffering from eruptions a feeling of 
relief that led to an improved appearance. But for 
years he had not used it in treating dogs with skin dis- 
case. He knew of no remedy one could pour into a dog’s 
mouth that would reach its skin within a reasonable 
time. He believed in Mr. Livesey’s treatment for many 
cases of so-called eczema, sulphur, with potassium car- 
bonate and oil or lard would do very well if one 
suspected mange, but in other cases he relied on a 
water or spirit dressing. Most dogs affected by what 
might be described as eczema were benefited by a purga- 
tive. He hoped the discussion would be continued next 
month, so that they could have an opportunity of 
=e the various contradictory statements including 

own. 


On the proposition of Mr. Hunting, seconded by 
Mr. Davis, the discussion was adjourned to the June 


Meeting. 
On the proposition of Professor Wooldridge, se- 
conded by Mr. Slocock, Mr. Neish was accorded a vote 


of thanks for his post-mortem specimen, and the meet- 


ing terminated. 
Hueu A. MacCormack, Hon. See. 








SOUTH EASTERN VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 





A general meeting was held at the Star Hotel, Maid- 
stone, on Wednesday, May 7th, when there were present 
Mr. James Crowhurst, President, Canterbury, in the 
chair, Messrs. E. Lyne Dixson, Margate ; W. Hunting, 
London ; Oscar Stinson, Marden ; G. Fordham, Ash- 
ford; H. V. Dier, Mayfield ; Cecil Crowhurst, Maid- 
stone; Percy Gregory, Tonbridge; D. R. Chalmers, 
Tunbridge Wells ; W. Caudwell, Chertsey ; T. Hibbard, 
Gillingham ; W. W. Gulleford, Hythe ; William Coveney, 
Headcorn ; Frank Robards, Dartford ; J. Basil Buxton, 
p.e.H., Herne Hill; Frank Warren, Hadlow ; G. W. 
Dunkin, pD.p.H., Canterbury ; H. P. Hogben, Folke- 
stone ; Thomas Hogben, Ash ; E. W. Morris, Uckfield c 

> Emery, Guildford; E. Morgan, Faversham ; 
T. A. Huband, Sevenoaks; Elmer Ebbets, Rochester; 
Robert Elliot, Cranbrook; P. J. Austin, Pembury ; 
W. H. Crowhurst, Canterbury ; H. B. Eve, Folkestone ; 
J. M. Richardson, Deal; J. B. Dier, East Grinstead ; 
E. G. Crowhurst, Leamington ; and Theo. C. Toope, 
Dover, Hon. yc ; Messrs. H. E. Jackson, W. D. 
Halfhead, and Charles H. Huish were present as 
visitors. 


MEETING OF VETERINARY INSPECTORS. 


The PRESIDENT explained that that meeting of vete- 
rinary inspectors had been called in consequence of 
certain correspondence with the Kent County Council. 
Some of the members were aware that the Association 
sent on particulars to the County Council in accordance 
with their request as to the duties a veterinary inspector 
had to comply with the Order. The County Council 
were very pleased and satisfied with that explanation. 
Since that they had put it to the County Council that 
they had no wish to dictate terms in any shape or form, 
and they could trust them to fix their fees for carryin 
out the Tuberculosis Order on the same lines as exist 
for inspection generiilly. Since then the County Council 
had paid them the compliment of asking them to sub- 
mit a scale of fees to them. In dealing with the matter 
later they would come toa point in regard to the sub- 
mission that no fee was necessary to them for valuing 
an animal. The Kent County Council had put down on 
their schedule the valuing of animals, and had invited 
them to suggest a fee. He thought they would consider 
it and attach a fee to it. In explanation of that he 
wished to say that he had made inquiries as to fees for 
valuation of stock in markets, and had ascertained that 
the usual fee was 5/-. It seemed to him to be a very 
reasonable fee to charge. 

The Secretary said the first matter before them was 
really to give a report of the inspectors’ committee 
meeting which was held to deal with that subject. After 
a good deal of discussion in reply to a letter which he 
received from Mr. Prosser on April 7th the committee 
drew upa reply. The letter received from Mr. Prosser 


was as follows :— 
7th April, 1913. 
“Tuberculosis Order, 1913, 
Dear Sir,—I have your letter of the 6th inst. for 





which I am much obliged. 
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This order will be considered by the County Councils 
Committee on the 22nd inst., but there will be no time 
on that occasion to confer with the Committee of Vete- 
rinary Inspectors which has been suggested. 

My committee will however be lad to receive and 
consider any suggestions which your committee can put 
into writing with regard to the future working of the 
order, which is one of great importance and special 
on gan If you could let me have a letter embodying 
such suggestions by Monday the 21st inst. my committee 
would be much ob Lg eng faithfully, 

W. B. Prosser, Clerk to the K.C.C. 


As a result he called a meeting of the Standing Com- 
mittee of the Society, and at their request he forwarded 
to Mr. Prosser the following letter :— 


“34, High Street, Dover. 


Re Tuberculosis Order, 1913. 

Dear Sir,—I am requested by the Committee of 
Veterinary Inspectors to submit the following for your 
committee’s kind consideration. 

Our object in asking for an interview was to receive 
their instructions as to the carrying out of the order and 
submit a few suggestions embodied in this letter. 
The valuation of animals slaughtered will be attended 
with considerable difficulty, it is an onerous and im- 
portant duty which we trust will be so recognised. The 
genera! idea of the order is that the owner is to be pro- 
tected from loss by a generous valuation. Your inspectors 
are desirous toact with justice to both the County Coun- 
cil as well as to the owner, and a short interview would 
have been of great value to them as they feel they will 
need the support of your committee in order to carry out 
their duties, it being fully recognised that very con- 
siderable pressure will be put upon them as valuers b 
the owners, possibly also clients. The inspectors thin 


the order should not be gs oem too drastically at the 


beginning, the assistance of the owner being required for 
its effectual working. Your inspectors ae making 
themselves efficient as valuers by watching the markets, 
etc., and ae observe that great changes in ownership 
are taking place now, especially amongst dairy stock, 
the value put upon suspicious animals being very low, 
in fact on many occasions no offer for them is forth- 
coming. 

As to fees for services rendered by veterinary inspec- 
tors they have every confidence in believing that they 
will be fairly treated by the County Council on the lines 
now in existence, they make bold to suggest that the 
following brief summary of their duties under the order 
may be useful to your committee :— 


1. On receipt of report, without delay a searching 
clinical examination must be made. 

2. Also of other bovine animals associated, conducted 
with a view to discovering tuberculosis in the following 
forms: a. Tuberculous udder with or without milk 
infection: 4. Advanced tuberculosis in lungs or other 
organs: c. Other lesions likely to contaminate milk, 
also abnormal discharges: d. Tuberculosis with ema- 
ciation. 

3. The application of the tuberculin test. 

4. Microscopic examination of milk, feces and any 
abnormal discharge. 

5. Careful valuation of animals, (1) as diseased, 
(2) as free from tuberculosis. 

_6. Post-mortem examinations, with due considera- 
tion of salvage of carcase or parts of it, and compen- 
sation. “et 

7. Disinfecting and cleansing. 

8. The close inspection of markets, sales, etc. 


_ Under each of these heads they beg your considera- 
tion of the following notes :— 





1. Much expense can be saved by careful clinical 
examinations, tubercular mastitis can be diagnosed in 
many cases by character of lesion and confirmed by 
microscopic examination of milk. 

2. This is a useful precautionary measure. 

3. This needs 5 visits, 2 before testing and 3 sub- 
sequent ones, in the majority of cases the discretion of 
the veterinary inspector must be exercised in this. 

4. Micro-examinations require patience, several 
slides may have to be made before a satisfactory one 
is obtained, the bacilli not being always free in milk, 
expensive apparatus being essential. 

5. Much tact will be required in valuations, the 
good will of the owner must be retained if possible 
and absolute justice done to Local Authority at the 
same time. 

6. Post mortems must be thoroughly made, (1) to 
determine disease, (2) to assess compensation. 

7 Needs little comment. 

8. Market inspection will have to be more than a 
casual examination, very frequently the udder will have 
to be examined, and provision made for removal and 
detention of suspicious animals. 

Lastly the committee suggest that a standardised 
tuberculin should only be used, obtained from one 
source alone to insure uniform results.—I have the 
honour to be, yours very faithfully, 

Tueo. C. Toorz, Hon. Sec.” 


In reply he received the following letter. 


“Sessions House, Maidstone. 
May Ist, 1913. 


Re Tuberculosis Order, 1913. 


Dear Sir,—The Kent Local Authority has decided 
that all the County Veterinary Inspectors should be 
ee in connection with: the examination of ani- 
mals under Section 4 of above Order, the valuation of 
animals before slaughter under Article 6, post-mortem 
examination under Article 7, making of reports and the 
issuing of certificates required under such articles, and 
the giving of notices under Articles 9, 10, and 11 of the 
Order, and a sub-committee has been appointed to con- 
sider at an early date the question of fees to be paid to 
such inspectors for their services under the Order. 

I understand that you have a meeting of your Asso- 
ciation on the 7th inst., and if the Association desire to 
make any suggestions with regard to such fees for con- 
sideration by the sub-committee, perhaps the matter 
can beconsidered at your meeting next Wednesday. 

Any suggestions should be forwarded to me as age | 
as mele after that day as the sub-committee will 
meet at an early date. Enclosed isa list of items which 
can be used as a basis for discussing the various fees. 

It would be helpful to the sub-committee if on con- 
sidering the fee fixed for one animal under items (1), (4), 
(5), (6), and (8), an alternative fee can be suggested for 
any given number of animals on the same premises. 
—eme very faithfully, 

W. B. Prosser, Clerk to the Kent C.C. 


With that letter Mr. Prosser forwarded the following 
schedule :— 


1. Clinical examination: (a) for one animal 
(6) For each animal after the first examined 

on the same premises 

2. For making report of such examination 

3. Obtaining owner’s consent in writing for ap- 
plication of tuberculin test 

4, For applying the tuberculin test, and for 
each visit to take the temperature subse- 
quently (Tuberculin to be applied free of 
charge by the Local Authority) 
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5. For takingand Capeinhing for microscopical 
examination, milk and other discharges 
6. For attendance to value an animal or any 
number of animals on the same premises 
7. For certificates of value to Local Authority 
and owner 
8. For making 
each anima 
9. For report of post-mortem 
10. For certificates of results of p.m. exams. 
11. For each notice served under 9, 10, and 11 
of the Order 


They might be aware, and no doubt most of them 
were aware, that the Kent County Council had seen fit 
to take away from them the work of making microscopi- 
cal examinations of milk and other discharges, and had 
suggested that the samples should be sent to Maidstone 
to the Medical Officer of Health for that purpose. As 
they all knew that was altogether foreign to the idea of 
the Order, and he had received some letters with regard 
toit. One letter he had received it pained him to read, 
because it was from their friend, Mr. Richard Roberts, 
who, he regretted to say, passed away a couple of days 


since : 
“Tunbridge Wells. April 30. 


Dear Mr. Toope,—Have you received one of the Kent 
County Council's circular letters to the Kent Veterinary 
Inspectors, if not, ask the President to get you one. I 
will give you one ——- : 

“The microscopical examinations of milk, feces, 
urine, or any abnormal discharge from bovines for the 


presence of tubercle bacilli, is not to be made,by the 
County Veterinary Inspectors but will be mh out 
H 


t-mortem examination of 


under the supervision of the of the County#Medical 
Officer of Health at the County Council’s Pub ealth 
Laboratory at Maidstone.” 

I think this is quite derogatory to the veterinary pro- 
fession, and I also think they should not fall into the 
trap. Perhaps you will have this matter put on the 
agenda at the meeting on May 7th. I shall try to get 
to the meeting if 1 am well enough.— Kind regards, etc. 
yours faithfully, 

(Signed) RicHarp RoseErts, F.R.C.v.s. 


A letter from Mr. Trevor Spencer, Secretary of the 
new National Veterinary Inspectors’ Society, said :— 

“He sincerely hoped we should strongly protest 
against such action at our meeting, as other counties 
might follow the example.” 

Prof. Wooldridge wrote stating that they ought to 
make some move in that matter; it was contrary to 
the Order, with which the Medical Officer of Health 
had not the least concern. 

Mr. E. Lyng Drxson (Margate) said he quite agreed 
with the remarks that were implied in the letter sent 
by Mr. Spencer on that matter. He was given to 
understand from what Sir Stewart Stockman said at 
the first meeting of the inspectors that this was their 
opportunity to come to the front and take their proper 
position. He was very much surprised when he re- 
ceived from Mr. r at Maidstone a notification, 
with a huge box bound at the edges with iron, enclosing 
certain bottles, instructing him to send all milk, feces, 
etc., to Maidstone. He considered the should make 
some protest, even if ineffectually. From what he 
understood veterinary surgeons, like men, were rising 
to the situation. He thought it was their duty to notif 
the County Council of their opinion, and he thought it 
was their duty as a profession to object to the method 
proposed, although to a certain extent he admitted the 
responsibility would be taken off their shoulders. 


The Secretary read the following letter he had re- 
ceived from his Council at Dover ; 











69 Castle Street, Dover. 
Tuberculosis Order, 1913. 


Dear Sir,—The Local Government Board are evidently 
anxious that ws under this Order should not 
be hastened or too ily enforced, and as the matter 
will probably not come before the Public Health Com- 
mittee again before the month of June, I think it would 
be well that you should not take any proceedings under 
the Act until the Committee have again considered the 
matter. 

It would appear probable that arrangements could be 
made for bacteriological examinations rendered neces- 
sary by proceedings under the Order to be made at the 
County Laboratory where such examinations in connec- 
tion with human tuberculosis are already made for the 
Council. 

I understand, too, that the County Council propose 
to supply all inspectors in the county under this Order 
Gncluding those in autonomous boroughs) with out- 
fits for taking samples of milk, etc.—Yours faith 
fully, R. E. Kyocxer, Town Clerk.” 


The Dover Council, said Mr. Toope, so thoroughly 
made up their minds that they would give him a free 
hand in the matter, but now he received that notifica- 
tion which showed that he must not act as they sug- 
gested but according to the ideas of the Local Govern- 
ment Board. 

Mr. HocBen (Folkestone) said he with Mr. 
Dixson. He had been to the Town Clerk of his borough 
and told him he should be prepared to do the whole of 
the work. He thought they should protest against the 
action of the County Council. 

Mr. Huntine asked whether the samples were to be 
sent to a bacteriological laboratory or to the Medical 
Officer of Health. 

The SecrRETARY said they were to be sent to a medical 
officer appointed especially under the M.O.H. super- 
vision. 

Mr. HuntIne said if the samples were to be sent to 
a laboratory, and not to the medical officer personally, he 
did not see anything much to grumble at. (Hear, hear.) 
If a man was constantly doing that work and nothin 
else he was an expert, and no country practitioner wi 
one case a week could become an expert. He did not 
think they need look upon it as a case of professional 
rivalry. He did not think the County Council had any 
idea of putting the medical officer over the veterinary 
profession. If the laboratory was ready it could do the 
~ for the medical officer as well as for the veterinary 
officer. 

The Secretary said the county laboratory was 
mentioned in the letter. It also referred to the Local 
Government Board. 

Mr. Huntinc: Some of these men don’t know the 
difference between the Local Government Board and 
the Board of Agriculture. 

The SecreTary: The writer of this letter knows well 
enough. 

Mr. GULLEFORD said when he read Sir Stewart Stock- 
man’s speech he understood the Order was to be worked 
under the Contagious Diseases of Animals Acts and not 
under the Dairies Act. He should like to see some 
arrangement made for the laboratory to be at Wye Agri- 
cultural College under Professor Cave. He did not 
know whether it would work in practice, but he thought 
they ought to see that the work was not done by the 
medical officer. Primarily it was the condition of the 
udder they were concerned with. If the medical officer 
examined the milk as an article of food and it confirmed 
the other report so well and good, but he wanted to see 
the whole of the work under the Order carried out by 
the veterinary profession rather than by the medical] 
profession, - 
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The PRESIDENT said they need not be too jealous. 
Their aim and object was to diagnose the disease tuber- 
culosis. The milk examination was only one feature of 
it. There were various ways of determining whether an 
animal had tuberculosis or not It was not an easy 
matter to always find the bacilli in milk. After Dr. 
Ponder found the bacilli of tuberculosis his business 
ended, but the veterinary surgeon’s business began. 
They had to find which animal the diseased milk came 
from unless they could say it came from a particular 
cow. Sir Stewart Stockman wished the matter left ex- 
clusively in the power of the veterinary inspector, his 
remarks being pointedly directed to that. After Dr. 
Ponder had discovered the bacilli the matter reflected 
back on them. They would not like to order on the 
strength of his report the slaughter of an animal unless 
the responsibility rested with him entirely. A gentle- 
man had su ted the bacteriological examinations 
should be made at Wye College, but he (Mr. Crowhurst) 
thought there was no occasion for any alteration. The 
County Council having decided to have the work done 
at Maidstone. He thought perhaps they had adopted 
the better course of the two, and one more satisfactory 
to the veterinary profession. If the meeting desired 
that some protest should be made, the Committee would 
draft a report and send it to the County Council. 

Mr. Roparps pointed out that in the circular sent 
round it said the laboratory at Maidstone was only open 
five days a week. If they were called out on a Friday 
they could not get a specimen because unless they could 
get it through by five o’clock on a Friday they would 
have to wait forty-eight hours before the bacteriological 
examination could be made. A great point was made in 
the Order that everything should be done promptly. 
He thought that should be pointed out to the County 
Council, and that if possible the examination should be 
made by the veterinary inspector, and so avoid un- 
necessary delay. 

The PRESIDENT said that point could be got over by 
their delaying their examination. 

The SEcRETARY said he was opposed to leaving the 
bacteriological examination in the ~~ of the medical 
officer of health. He felt that if, in the first instance 
that course was taken, what would it be under the Milk 
and Dairies Bill! It was an encroachment on the duties 
of a veterinary inspector under the Order, and if they 
allowed an encroachment without a protest, things 
would go from bad to worse under the Milk Bill. He 
knew that the feeling at the National Society was that 
that was a matter that should be stood up for and stood 
up for strongly. The feeling on that point in the north 
of England was very strong. Kent was about the only 
county that had set the example so far of deleting this 
particular business from their duty, and he thought 
they should strongly protest. 

Mr. Drxson said if they allowed that to pass without 
a protest the ae would follow the action of the 
County Council. He had met the Margate Council and 
he was going to meet the Ramsgate Council on the 
following Thursday, and they would be guided in a 

measure by the County Council’s action. He did 
not want it to be a protest to the County Council of 
any loss of fees, because it was not a pecuniary matter, 
but he felt that even if they did not succeed in their 
penton it should go forth that they had protested 

e moved that a protest be made to the County 
Council. 

Mr. HocBen seconded, and the motion was carried 
unanimously. 

The fees suggested by the National Society were 
then discussed, and the meeting agreed that the follow- 
ing scale based on that of the National Association, 
with additions suggested by the schedule sent by the 

to the County Council should be forwarded to 
that body forthwith ;— 





Scale of Fees applied for under Schedule sent by 
ent Cownty Council. 


1. Clinical examinations : £8. d. 
(a) For first animal 10 6 
(6) Foreach animal after the firstexamined ~ 

on the same premises ie ee 1 0 
Plus mileage at rate of 1/- mile one way. 
. Report of above examination 1 0 
. Obtaining owner’s written consent to test, no charge. 
. For applying Tuberculin Test, to include 
all subsequent visits to register tempera- 
tures, etc., on same premises for four 
animals or under that number os 
If over four animals an additional (per 
animal) is i one 
Plus mileage as above for each necessary 
journey made. (Tuberculin to be supplied 
free by the Kent C.C.) 
. Taking samples included in item 1, no 
charge, unless special visits have to be 
made, then as per 1 (a) and (6). 
. Valuation of animals per head 
. Certificates of valuation, each 
. Post-mortem examinations for each. 
with mileage as shown and slaugh‘er- 
man’s charges added 
. Report of post-mortem examination 
. Certificates to Local Authority and owner 
. For notices served under Articles 9, 10, 
and 11 of this Order, per notice ” 
. Other necessary expenses incurred as per 
voucher. 


THE GENERAL MEETING. 


This followed the meeting of ey inspectors. 
Mr. James Crowhurst, Canterbury, presided. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and were confirmed. 

The Hon. Secretary reported that he had received 
letters of inability to be present from Professor Wool- 
dridge, Messrs. J. Todd, Worthing ; Gregory Crowhurst, 
Greenwich ; W. A. Clifford, T. H. Tranter, A. Thrale, 
J. Washford, Romney; A. W. Reid, N. Almond, C. 
Morgan, H. Hayward Jeffries, J. Cecil Munby, J. B. 
Martin, D. Pugh, J. Bell, Catford ; E. M. Perry, H. K. 
Roberts, Bexley ; T. S. Price, Arnold Spicer, Oxted ; 
Arthur Whicher, and others. 

Vote of Condolence Mr. Toore referred to the death 
of Mr. Richard Roberts, of Tunbridge Wells, and ex- 

ressed his great sorrow with the family in their loss. 
He said he had probably known Mr. Roberts as long as 
anyone in the room, Mr. Roberts having proposed him 
as a member of the Yorkshire Veterinary Medical 
Society thirty years ago, when they often met. To 
know Mr. Roberts was to love him, and he (Mr Toope) 
felt his loss very much. 

Mr. T. A. Huspanp said he had known Mr. Roberts 
for many years and there could only be one opinion of 
him. He very much wished to associate himself with 
the remarks that had fallen from their secretary. 

Mr. Percy Grecory, Tonbridge, said as a neighbour- 
ing practitioner he constantly came in contact with Mr. 
Roberts, and he could say that no finer example of their 
profession ever lived. He always found him absolutely 
courteous and conscientious. He was sure the profession 
would greatly miss such a gentleman. He to 
move a vote of condolence to the family of Mr. Roberts 
in their great bereavement. 

Mr. T. Hosen, Ash, seconded and the motion wag 
carried in silence, all the members standing, 
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The following letter was read — 


“ Dear Mr. Toope,—With much sorrow I must inform 
you of my father’s death which occurred yesterday 
rather suddenly. ; 

You will take this not only as a personal communica- 
tion but as an official one to the society. He was look- 
ing forward to being with ‘you to-morrow.—Yours 
sincerely, CHARLES ROBERTS.” 


Mr. J. M. RicHarpson proposed that the Association 
be > ge at the funeral and that they send a 
wreath. 

This was unanimously agreed to and Mr. Toope 
agreed to represent the Association at the funeral on 
the following day. He would also be representing the 
National Veterinary Association. 

New Members. The following new members were 
elected .—Messrs. E. W. Morris, Uckfield; J. Basin 
Buxton, D.v.H., Herne Hill; J. B. Drer, East Grin- 
stead ; Frank Roparps, Dartford ; W.R. Emery, Guild- 
ford ; H. V. Drer, Mayfield; Frank Warren, Had- 
low ; and D. R. Cuatmers, Tunbridge Wells. , 

Finance. The Secretary presented the audited 
balance sheet for the past year, which showed that the 
receipts had amounted to £30 9s., and the expenditure 
to £23 6s. 8d., leaving a balance in hand of £7 2s. 4d. 
Mr. Toope reported that there had been four general 
meetings and three committee meetings during the 
year ending January 15th. There had been a great deal 
of printing, and books had to be purchased, which had 
made the expenditure somewhat heavy. With the 
amount outstanding there was a nominal balance of 
£11 16s. 10d., which he considered was fairly successful 
for the first year. (Applause.) Postages were very 
heavy on account of there having been 839 letters and 
circulars sent out, and he should say of that number 
more than 450 were written, so they would see that he 
had had some work. (Hear, hear). 

The PresIpENT said he had pleasure in bearing _testi- 
mony to the excellent work done by their Association. 
He thought it was patent to one and all that their 
money had been spent most judiciously. Their secretary 
was most modest and had said little about the work he 
had done. He (Mr. Crowhurst) thought they owed 
Mr. Toope a deep debt of gratitude for the hard work 
he had put in for that Association and for making it 
such a good going concern. Wherever he went he heard 
very generous remarks made about the work of their 
Association, which he believed compared favourably 
with the work done by any other similar Association in 
the kingdom. He was glad to think they had met 
together that day in such large numbers, because it 
was a testimony to the good work put into the Associa- 
tion all round. He knew that their secretary not only 
attended their local meetings, but that he had been to 
meetings at Manchester, Birmingham, London, and else- 
where repeatedly. The work done by Mr. Toope had 
not been done without a considerable amount of time 
and labour, including the writing of a very large 
number of letters. He was sure they were all pleased 
that they had come out with the balance they had. 
Mr. Crowhurst proposed that the balance sheet be 
adopted and that a cordial vote of thanks be given to 
Mr. Toope for his able conduct as Secretary and Trea- 
surer of that Association. (Applause). 

Mr. HuBAND seconded, and in doing so endorsed the 
President’s remarks. 

The proposition was carried with acclamation, and 
Mr. Toope, in acknowledging the compliment, said the 
work had been to him more or less a labour of love, 
because he hoped the work of the Association was doing 
some good for the profession. If he had succeeded in 

leasing them he had certainly succeeded in pleasing 
Rimeelf He thanked the members very much for the 





way they had complimented him on his work. He 
intended to continue as long as he was able to make 
that Association not only progressive, but the most pro- 
gressive Association in the kingdom if he possibly 
could. (Applause). 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


The PRESIDENT, in his annual address, said he roge 
with considerable pleasure to make just a few remarks, 
Sometimes it was well to look back, for from small] 
beginnings sometimes there were ae eee It was 
a very happy day when he met Mr. Toope on a matter 
that he wished ventilated, because during their dis- 
cussion they came to the conclusion that it was very 
desirable to form an Association locally and try and 
obtain increased fees that were so —s needed by 
the veterinary inspectors of this emp t seemed a 
very happy occasion, because while their Association 
had been in existence there had never been a word of 
discord over their work. He was thankful to say it had 
gone on from success to success. He knew the Associa- 
tion was appreciated, and if they spoke to any strangers 
in any other county association they found they pointed 
with pleasure and pride to the South Eastern Veterinary 
Association, and to the results it had attained. They 
had banded together, and they worked on business lines, 
He wished he could say the same for the Government 
of this country. (Laughter). In France, Germany, 
Belgium, and Denmark they found veterinary surgeons 
better appreciated, and they received ante than 
they did in this country. If they looked Me 
would see that the work conniatided by their profess- 
ion was not a small one. He remembered the inception 
of veterinary inspectors very well indeed. It began in 
1865, which was the year of the cattle plague. Later 
they were dealing with pleuro-pneumonia. They set 
themselves anxiously to work on the extermination of 
those two diseases, and he would like to say if 
Government of this country had placed that confidence 
in the profession, of which it was deserving, their 
fession would have saved the country many millions of 
money. He remembered distinctly when there were 
only sixteen animals affected with cattle plague in the 
County of Kent. Then the Government was approached 
in the most earnest manner to stamp it out. Local 
agriculturists tried to stamp out the m nth but it was 
not to be, and the Government allowed the disease to 
run rampant over the country before they moved. He 
was sorry that that seemed the general plan in the past, 
not only with cattle plague but with foot-and-mouth 
disease. With regard to swine fever, he remembered 
the time when one did not meet with a case any- 
where. It had spread and extended itself all over 
the country, but he believed it would not have done 
so if the Government had adopted a different scheme. 
By displacing the veterinary inspectors by the lay 
inspectors the Government had oe added fuel to the 
fire, and their efforts to stamp out the disease had 
been futile, while the cost to the country had been 
enormous. He had persistently approached and asked 
the Government to reinstate the veterinary inspectors 
in their old — to deal with swine fever to the 
exclusion of the lay inspectors, but he had been mis 
understood or it had been thought he was pushing 
too hard. He hoped all the members in that room 
would try to put before the authorities that they 
were not on the right lines to exterminate swine fever. 
As their friend ae te cape —_ a it 
was not a case of only pounds, shillings, an per 
They felt a pride in their work, and they would have 





done better if the Government had trusted them better. : 
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was only going to give the delegates a luncheon, and 
that seemed a peley thing compared with Foreign 
Governments, who put down considerable sums of money 
to aid the Congress. If the Government had trusted 
the profession more and had listened to them more in 
the past they would not have allowed many diseases 
to have run rampant over the county. The steps that 
were now being taken ought to have been taken up years 

and the Government ought not to have waited until 
tubercular disease had become so prevalent among 
stock.* They all remembered when the shorthorn herds 
were of enormous value in this country, but now there 
was this terrible scourge of tuberculosis amongst them, 
and no one knew to what extent the injury was. 

With regard to horses, we were proud of our position 
as breeders of thoroughbred stock, and no country in 
the world could compete with us, and foreign countries 
had to come here from time to time to keep up the 
stamina of their horses. 

The Tuberculosis Order was going to bring a con- 
siderable amount of work for the veterinary surgeon, 
but he hoped they would enter upon the work banded 
together in order to obtain the rights that were due to 
them. (Hear, hear). He wished to refer them to The 
Veterinary Record of May 25th, 1912, when their Asso- 
ciation was first formed. At their first meeting they 
brought before the Association matters that were of 
considerable importance to the veterinary surgeon. 
There was the question of the inspectors’ fees and there 
was the question of the manner in which the Board of 
Agriculture treated the profession by supplanting the 
practical and competent man by men who really knew 
nothing about what they were doing. Now they had 
this important measure the Tuberculosis Order to 
carry out. In carrying that out their one aim was to 
stop the spread of the disease throughout the country 
through the agency of the milk supply to the human 
subject. 

In conclusion, Mr. Crowhurst thanked the members 
for their kind attention and for the support they had 
given to the Association. He hoped they would all be 
spared to meet again, and that the Association would 
make considerable progress in the future. 


Mr. E. Lyne Drxson said as the proposer of Mr. 
James Crowhurst’s election as President of the Associa- 
tion for a second year he wished to thank him for the 
very terse and useful remarks he had made. He trusted 
Mr. Crowhurst would have a very successful and happy 
year of office. 

Mr. T. HoGBEN said as the seconder of .Mr. Crow- 
hurst’s re-election he wished to thank him for his 
address and the way he had conducted the meetings of 
the Association 

The proposition was carried unanimously, and Mr. 
Crowhurst briefly acknowledged the compliment. 


INSURANCE FEEs. 


The Secretary said they would remember that the 
question of fees received from Insurance Companies for 
examining animals was referred to the National Asso- 
ciation. A committee was formed to deal with the 
matter, and it was with some amount of pleasure that 
he was able to report that the committee had recom- 
mended that the scale of fees that they in the South 
Eastern Association drew up should be presented to 
the managers of the various.insurance societies, with a 
view to the obtaining of a better fee than in the past 
for examining animals for insurance. Owing to his 

so busy, and he was speaking now as the Secre- 
tary to the Southern Branch of the Natidnal Society. 
that notification had not been sent out, but he ho 
to send it out that week. It was proposed to ask the 
Managers of the companies to meet the National 


Society’s committee, and to try to come to some satis- 
er arrangement with regard to the fees paid in 
uture. 


THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE BoarD oF AGRI- 
CULTURE AND THE VETERINARY PRAUTITIONER— 
by Mr. E. Lyne Drxson. (Read at the meeting at 
Canterbury, on Jan. 15). 


Discussion. 


Mr. T. A. HuBaAnpn said with regard to Mr. Dixson’s 
paper, he did not think there was much room for criti- 
cism, but some of the statements made, he thought 
they would have some difficulty in entirely agreeing 
with. Mr. Dixson commenced by asking them to asso- 
ciate themselves with him in offering congratulations 
to Sir Stewart Stockman, the chief veterinary officer of 
the Board of Agriculture. He (Mr. Huband) was sure 
they all agreed with Mr. Dixson in his remark that Sir 
Stewart Stockman was a scientist of the first order, 
and a very excellent member of the profession in every 
way ; but when he remarked that the honour conferred 
upon Sir Stewart Stockman was the distinguished mark 
of the King’s favour of his meritorious services as 
chief of his department, he (Mr. Huband) did not think 
he could agree, because he had in his mind the fact 
that when Sir Stewart Stockman was appointed some 
years ago the diseases which they and other officers of 
the Board had been contending against, namely, swine 
fever, the number of affected animals was comparatively 
few—he believed 1817—while at the end of the past 
gg there were nearly four times as many. Therefore 

e did not think they could congratulate Sir 
Stewart Stockman so thoroughly as Mr. Dixson 
wished them to. He thought Sir Stewart Stockman’s 
efforts, as chief veterinary adviser had been a ghastly 
failure in this particular disease: They could not get 
away from facts, and those who read the evidence that 
the chief gave at the departmental inquiry could, he 
thought, only come to the conclusion that he did not 
follow the course his predecessors, many of whom he 
(Mr. Huband) was acquainted with, adopted of recom- 
mending the drastic measures that alone could be suc- 
cessful in connection with disease. In spite of the 
trouble and expense they were put to, in spite of the 
annoyance and inconvenience they caused, disease was 
on the increase. The expenditure was increasing yearly— 
he believed last year the Board expended a sum of about 
£60,000. He believed it was stated in the House of 
Commons that that was the sum appropriated for deal- 
ing with disease, and yet in spite o their efforts, disease 
continued to spread and would continue to spread so 
long as those half-hearted measures were continued. 
All his professional life he had known Mr. Dixson and 
he did not think he had known him to be guilty of 
sarcasm, otherwise he should have thought he was 
indulging a little in that. (Laughter). Of course they 
all agreed that Mr. Dixson had no desire as he said to 
create friction between the Board of Agriculture and the 
veterinary profession ; they would be quarrelling with 
their bread and butter if they did. He was sure no one 
had any wish to act otherwise than with good friend- 
ship with the department, but friction sometimes was 
unavoidable, especially when they had some of those lay 
inspectors to contend with. Having given instances of 
extraordin cases that had come to his notice, Mr. 
Huband said many years ago he had two of the Board’s 
travelling inspectors down and they were so difficult to 
deal with, and so very superior, and so short of practical 
knowledge in his view that he was afraid he lost pati- 
ence with them, and although ultimately they got the 
matter settled satisfactorily and although he was acting 
for the Board himself he did not have any further em- 
ployment from the Board for some time. When he 
made inquiries from the head of the Department as to 
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the reason, he was told there was nothing the matter 
with his work but that it was feared he had made him- 
self rather unpleasant with the travelling inspectors. 

hat was an instance of how friction would arrive 
although he was sure all of them would rather avoid it. 
If the Board would employ practical men, as the Presi- 
dent had suggested, men who had had experience in the 
work and knew what they were talking about and what 
they were doing, what measures they were adopting, and 
why they were adopting them, he was sure there would 
be very much less cause for friction between themselves 
as a profession and the officers of the Board. He agreed 
with his friend when he said it was discourteous to be 
struck off the list without a word of explanation, but 
the Board were not in the habit of giving explanations. 
He (Mr. Huband) had not been acting under the Board 
for some time, but he was told by some of his friends 
that there was a great improvement in the treatment of 
them by the Board and he was glad to hear of it. He 
was sure it was a very good subject to bring forward, 
and he thanked Mr. Dixson for having done so. 

Mr. W. CAUDWELL said with regard to swine fever he 
noticed in the Board of Agriculture returns that the 
years 1901-1905 inclusive showed a rapid decline in the 
number of outbreaks and that the years 1906-1911 in- 
clusive showed a marked increase, so that comparing 
the old régime when the veterinary inspectors dealt with 
it, with the new régime, there did not seem to be any 
marked progress in the extinction of swine fever. In 
Surrey, where as a district inspector he happened to 
know more about the matter, in 1905 there were only 
four outbreaks, whereas there had been 6 amy ce per 
annum for the six years ensuing. In 1905 they had as 
their chief inspector Professor Axe, and he believed it 
was at his instigation that their County Council pre- 
vented pigs being brought into Surrey except for breed- 
ing purposes, and then they were brought in under 
licence, every pig brought in for breeding purposes hav- 
ing to be inspected by the district inspector. About the 

ear 1906 that order was revoked, and pigs were how 

rought in wholesale without any let or hindrance. He 
remembered a few years ago Bedford was a hot-bed, and 
that a number of outbreaks he had to investigate came 
from Bedford. 

The PRESIDENT said for a good many years he had a 
good deal to do with those inspections, and he had seen 
the work pass through its various phases. Sometimes 
the Board adopted one measure and would only rezog- 
nise the disease if they found certain symptoms present, 
and at another time they said they were satisfied with 
less than these. Sometimes they adopted isolation, at 
others slaughter. After narrating experiences he had 
had with Board of Agriculture inspectors in the past, 
Mr. Crowhurst said he thought it would be better if 
the question of detecting swine fever was left in more 

tical hands, and he believed the results would be 
ae than they had been in the past. Some of the 
inspectors sent down had been most vindictive when 
they had an opinion of their own and the local veter- 
inary cusses hed not agreed withthem. It was a pity 
that the work should be carried on in that way, and he 
was sure it would be much better if it were carried on 
in a more businesslike manner. 

The SEcrETARY said like their President, he believed 
if that matter of swine fever had been left in the hands 
of the local veterinary inspector that it would have 
been stamped out long before this time. He had 
known of several cases in his own district where pigs 
suffering from other diseases had been declared to have 
swine fever, while those which he knew to have swine 
fever had been declared not to have swine fever. 

Mr. Drxson said the paper he wrote was with a 
specific obj but the discussion that day had been 
poor indeed. He brought the matter forward in order 





to put the veterinary practitioner in a r ition 
with the Board of Agriculture, but if bls few ae 
had not been read he should like Mr. Toope to read 
them to the nieeting so that they could have a discus. 
sion on the subject as he intended. 

The Secretary then read Mr. Dixon’s paper. 

Mr. CaUDWELL said he considered Mr. Dixon’s 
avery good one. Mr. Dixon had made out a very good 
case for the inspectors throughout the country to get 
their positions reinstated. He thought thes tion 
might go from that Society to the newly formee Aan 
ciation to take up the matter, and ask them to send q 
deputation to the Board of Agriculture to see whether 
their positions could not be re-instated. 

Mr. T. HoGBen said he quite endorsed Mr. Dixson’s 
address with reference to the way the Board of Agri- 
culture treated them. For some years he (Mr. Hogben) 
did a good deal of work for the Board and he tried to 
deal justly between owners and the reporting of disease 
and seeing the necessary regulations carried out, when 
suddenly his services were dispensed with, and no reason 
was given. Since then he had not acted for the Board 
even in the county district or boroughs where he had 
been appointed inspector. Where a man had been 
pointed inspector, he thought all contagious diseases 
should come under his supervision. Only a week or 
two ago there was an outbreak of swine fever on some 
poreares in Sandwich. He did not know how many 

ad been slaughtered, and the first he fheard of it wag 
the police to inspect forty- 
seven animals which had been in contact and which had 
been slaughtered for the London market. He went and 
inspected them. He heard that some other ins 
had been sent and had had to do with the outbreak. 
He did not make any enquiry who the inspector was 
or where he came from, but he thought that should be 
the work of the inspector appointed for that district. If 
that were done unnecessary delay would be avoided in 
many cases, and cases would be dealt with more expedi- 
tiously and means would be taken to prevent the spread 
of the disease that was not done under the present 
methods of the Board. 

Mr. HrsBarp said as inspectors they did not have the 
result of the Board of Agriculture examinations sent to 
them. When inspectors of the Board were sent down, 
the local inspectors never heard anything about the 
result of the examinations unless they got it through 
the police to whom they reported or from the owner 
himself, who told them that the report had been upheld 
or otherwise. He considered the Board of Agriculture 
should in every case notify the veterinary inspector or 
surgeon who reported to them whether it was a case of 
swine fever or not. 

Mr. Emery said he considered they should receive 
better treatment than they did from the Board of 
Agriculture. 

The PRESIDENT said at a meeting of the Animals 
Diseases Committee the chairman made a remark of 
dissatisfaction at the way the Board were dealing with 
swine fever, and he said they considered they were not 
on the right lines in dealing with that matter. It was 
the course of conduct that Mr. Dixson complained of, 
that the profession had not been treated in a 
way. It was not conduct that was going to gain the 
assistance of the profession—which was certainly needed 
for the suppression of the disease. It was a matter of 
considerable importance, because a great wastage was 
going on through that disease being so rampant. He 
thought if that committee met and. discussed that 
matter and submitted a resolution to the Kent County 
Council they might get some redress through that body, 
because he could tell them it was mentioned by one 
member of the County Council that they sly 
contemplated calling on the local practitioner in deal 
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ing with that matter. He thought there were some 
nds for dissatisfaction at the way the matter 
was conducted at the present time. 

Mr. GrecGorY, in instancing a case that came to his 
notice two years ago, where the Board of Agriculture 
sent another man in because they did not agree with his 
opinion, said they were all po to make mistakes, but 
he supposed the Board of Agriculture men could not 
make mistakes. (Laughter). The Board of Agriculture 
treated them altogether in a discourteous and disgraceful 
manner. 

Mr. Drxson, in replying to the discussion, referred 
to Mr. Huband’s criticisms of Sir Stewart Stockman. 
He said when he made the remarks he did he thought 
they would all agree that Sir Stewart Stockman was 
worth all the eulogy they could give him. He considered 
Sir Stewart Stockman was the most able chief officer 
the Department had ever had, and having any grievance 

inst the Board would not lessen Sir Stewart Stock- 
man’s abilities in his eyes. He was glad they had come 
to a decision in that matter. Mr. Caudwell had pro- 
coe that it be referred to the National Veterinary 
nspectors’ Society, and Mr. James Crowhurst had sug- 
ted that it be referred to the County Council. He 
agreed that they should endeavour to get their positions 
as veterinary inspectors re-instated in local districts and 
if it were not possible they could draw attention to the 
matter and get that courtesy which they as veterinary 
inspectors not only expected, but should have. He 
should be glad if some gentleman would propose and 
second that they send a deputation to the rd of 
Agriculture to get those grievances, which were a dis- 
grace to their profession, rectitied. 

The SEcRETARY said with regard to the veterinary 
Inspectors rege | he did not think it would be meet- 
ing again until the National meeting in July. Their 
President and himself were vice-presidents of that 
Society, and he was sure one of them would be pleased 
to bring it forward at the next meeting. The National 
Society was keen on that matter although up to the 

nt they had only dealt with the Tuberculosis Order. 

e thought it was a good idea totake up that subject, 
and he thought Mr. Crowhurst’s idea that it go to the 
County Council was the better suggestion seeing they 
expressed dissatisfaction with present methods. 

r. Drxson seconded Mr. Crowhurst’s proposition 
that the County Council be approached on the subject. 

Mr. Morris suggested that the Surrey County 
Council be approached as well asthe Kent County 
Council. 

This was agreed to, and on the suggestion of the 
Secretary, the question was referred to the Associa- 
tion’s Standing Committee (the President, the Secre- 
tary, Messrs. Dixson, T. F. Hogben, Ebbetts, and C. 
Crowhurst, Kent), and Messrs. Emery, Caudwell, 
Morris, and J. B. Dier, for Surrey and Sussex. 

The PRESIDENT panes a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Dixson for his excellent paper. 

Mr. Husanp, in seconding, said he was sure Mr. 
Dixson would not misunderstand anything he said in 
way of criticism. He had nothing but admiration for 
Sir Stewart Stockman, who was a splendid man, but 
with regard to the other matter he thought they could 
not say that his recommendations had been successful, 
and that was what he wished to say. 

The motion was carried with acclamation, and Mr. 
Dixson briefly replied. 

r, Grecory called the meeting’s attention to the 
fact that he had notice recently of an outbreak of foot- 
and-mouth disease. He received notice, he said, from 
the Superintendent to go to the outbreak and he went 
early in the morning and examined eleven animals on 
the place. Asa matter of fact he was five hours. be- 
cause he could not go anywhere until Mr. Jackson, from 
of Agriculture camedown. He charged a fee 








of three guineas and the magistrates signed for it, but 
he had lately had a letter from Mr. Martin, the account- 
ant, to say that there was nothing in the scale of 
charges and that he could not alioe thn more than 5s. 
and mileage. He thonght that was a question they 
might do a little good over if they ventilated it. 

r. HoGBEN said when called to a special case they 
were entitled to a guinea and a guinea for making 
a microscopical examination. He had charged those 
fees and they had been passed as far as he knew. 

Mr. Grecory said there was no mention in the scale 
for the case he had brought before them. It was a 
special visit but the accountant would not allow it. 

The PresipEnT said if he paid a visit and made a first 
microscopical examination they allowed him a guinea 
and mileage, but when he went again to examine the 
animals, probably ten or twelve animals, to see if they 
had recovered, and he probably passed three or four of 
them, the others having not recovered, the only fee 
they would allow was 5/- and mileage. They Pree, A not 
allow any more. 

The Secretary said he had a letter that dealt with 
the question. It read as follows :— 


“Tn Essex we are allowed a fee of 5/3 for every three 
hours. With a maximum of 21/- for a day of twelve 
hours, but no travelling expenses. On two occasions 
when giving expert evidence in prosecutions under the 
Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act the Bench have 
awarded me a fee of £1 1s. for each case respectively, 
but the County Council’s Clerk has claimed the right 
and also insisted on the time basis, with the result I 
have only received 10/6, the remaining 10/6 being ap- 
propriated by the county.” 


Mr. Experts said the fees paid twenty-five years ago 
when he qualified in Essex were paid now. There had 
been no advance during the whole of that time. 

Mr. Grecory said in his case the magistrates signed 
for him to receive three guineas. It was for a day’s 
work ; and the County Council threw out the claim. 


THE DEMONSTRATION OF THE PRESENCE 
OF TUBERCLE BACILLI IN MILK. 


By J. Basti Buxton, M.R.C.V-8. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I will endeavour to 
run over with you, very briefly, the common method of 
demonstrating microscopically the presence of acid-fast 
organisms in milk. 

have here a sample of milk which I know to con- 
tain acid-fast organisms. If any member has a sample 
which he would like me to examine, I shall be pleased to 
do so, if he will let me have it now, inorder that I may 
be able to centrifuge all the samples at one time, and 
so prevent unnecessary —, (Mr. Halfhead produced 
sample). The centrifuge which I am using is one of 
the turbine pattern, capable of holding 15cc. in each of 
its four containers, and of attaining a speed of 3000 
revolutions per minute with a sufficient water pressure. 
A period of from 10 to 15 minutes will be sufficient for 
our purpose. While the milk is in the centrifuge, per- 
haps it would not be out of place if I said a word con- 
cerning the circumstances under which tubercle bacilli 
occur in milk. 

It was originally believed, and is still maintained by 
some, that the milk of tuberculous cows is infected 
only when the udder is affected, and further, that with 
infection of the udder, the milk should always contain 
tubercle bacilli. It is as well to dispose of the latter 
belief at once. It would be exceptional for the milk 
from a tuberculous udder not to show evidence of the 
presence of tubercle bacilli at some time or other, pro- 
vided the disease is allowed to progress, but to imagine 
that a sampleof such milk taken at any time will con- 
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tain tubercle bacilli is entirely erroneous. One may 
have to take several samples of milk from a clinically 
affected udder, before they will be able to demonstrate 
the presence of tubercle bacilli in the milk. 

It has been shown by various investigators that 
tubercle bacilli may be found in the milk of cows suffer- 
ing from tuberculosis without affection of the udder, 
so far as careful examination during life and post mor- 
tem could show. Rabinowitsch and Kempner showed 
that when the milk of 15 cows which had reacted to 
tuberculin, but showed no clinical signs of tuberculosis, 
was inoculated into guinea pigs, 75 per cent. of the 
animals yielded milk containing virulent tubercle 
bacilli. Further, Dr. Mohler, of the Bureau of Animal 
Industry, Washington, carried out a series of experi- 
ments in this connection. He inoculated and fed guinea 
pigs upon the centrifugalised sediment of milk and 
cream from a number of cows that had reacted to 
tuberculin, but showed no signs of udder disease clini- 
cally. In all 56 cows were used, and of these twelve 
— to yield milk containing virulent tubercle 

ili. 

As a result of his experiment Mohler arrived at 
several important conclusions, namely, that tubercle 
bacilli may be demonstrated in the milk of tuberculous 
cows, whose udders show no sign of the disease, either 
macroscopically or microscopically, and in sufficient 
numbers and of sufficient virulence to produce infection 
both by ingestion and inoculation. Also that the udders 
of tuberculous cows may become infected at any moment 
while the presence of the tubercle bacilli in the milk of 
tuberculous cows is not constant, but varies from day to 
day. Similar experiments demonstrating the infectivity 
of the milk of cows which have reacted to tuberculin, 
but whose udders are clinically unaffected, have been 
made by various other authorities, while on the other 
hand Ostertag and Young in various experiments which 


they carried out, obtained negative results when such | fj] 


milk was fed to and inoculated into guinea pigs. There 
seems, therefore, to be some doubt regarding the pre- 
sence of tubercle bacilli in the milk under such condi- 
tions.. The discrepancy is, however, not to be wondered 
at, for it is highly probable that the bacilli only make 
their appearance in the milk under these circumstances 
when am are present in the blood or lymph streams, as 
the result, possibly, of the breaking down of some pre- 
existing tubercular lesion. In addition, these animals 
had received recent injections of tuberculin, and it is 
reasonable to suppose that the reaction caused by this 
injection had brought about the liberation of tubercle 
bacilli in the circulation. Further, apart from the three 
common clinical symptoms of tuberculosis of the udder, 
viz., enlarged supra-mammary lymphatic gland, indu- 
rated quarter, and irregular nodules in the gland sub- 
stance, there is a fourth form of udder tuberculosis 
namely, small nodules in the mucous lining of the milk 
— and these may break down, and their contents be 
mixed with the milk. In view of the more recent inves- 
tigations, it is evident that clinical examination alone 
cannot be relied upon for the detection of udder tuber- 
culosis. 

The milk having now been centrifuged for 15 minutes, 
the glass containers are removed from the centrifuge 
and placed on one side pending the examination of their 
contents. The tube under consideration is emptied, the 
process being completed by turning the tube upside 
down. It is then held in an upright position in order 
that the one or two drops of milk left on the sides may 
run down to the bottom and mix with the sediment. 
This mixing is completed ¥ agitating the material with 
a platinum loop which has been previously 
through the flame of a bunsen burner. One loopful of 
the material to be examined is then transferred to a 
clean glass slide and is spread out on the surface. This 
film is then warmed in the bunsen flame in order to dry 





and “fix” it. The heating should not be carried beyond 
a point at which the slide can be tolerated when p 

on the back of the hand. When dry, the film is covered 
with a suitable’stain, the one in general use being Zieh] 
Neelsen’s Carbol-fuchsin (10 ce. saturated alcoholic solu- 
tion of fuchsin and 90 cc. of a 5 per cent. solution of 
carbolic acid in water). These organisms are, as you 
know, “ acid-fast,” that is, when once the stain has been 
taken up by them they hold it in spite of an immersion 
of even 24 hours in a 25 per cent. solution of Sulphuric 
Acid. Their “acid-fast” character is due to the fact 
that they possess a peculiar waxy capsule or covering, 
This waxy substance not only renders them acid-fast, 
but also makes them hard to stain. For this reason a 
penetrating stain such as that already mentioned igs 
used, and in addition the slide is gently warmed for 
about 10 minutes. Care must be taken that the liquid 
only just steams, and does not boil, otherwise the film 
will in all probability be spoilt. After heating for the 
prescribed length of time the stain is poured off and the 
remaining moisture is removed by placing the slide 
between two pieces of blotting paper. The slide is then 
placed in a glass or earthenware vessel containing 
sufficient 25 per cent. sulphuric acid to just cover the 
surface of the film, and is left in this solution until on 
rinsing in water the yellow colour imparted to it by the 
acid is replaced by a very faint pink tint. The slide 
may now be washed in waterand dried by gently warm- 
ing and then placing between blotting paper when if 
examined under a 1-12th in. oil immersion lens, acid- 
fast organisms, if present, will appear as short dark red 
rods in a nearly eleatiaen field, or if preferred, previous 
to the drying process it may be counterstained for a few 
minutes with methylene blue, in which case the organisms 
will appear as dark red rods in a blue field. This 
counterstaining is of use in helping to find the fi 
which is sometimes a littledifficult in a well-decolouri 


m. 
Provided that one has used ordinary precautions 
in taking the sample of milk (2.e. washed the udder and 
teats, wiped the hair of the flanks with a damp cloth, 
taken the sample from the drippings, and used a sterile 
vessel), thus guarding against the presence of other acid- 
fast organisms, it is reasonable to suppose that acid-fast 
organisms in the prepared film are tubercle bacilli. 
There appears to be some difference of opinion as to 
whether the sample of milk should be taken in the 
middle of the process of milking or from the strippings. 
The consensus of opinion is the latter taken from a 
tuberculous quarter is more likely to contain tubercle 
bacilli than the former. In any case the “fore milk” 
must not be used, since this always contains numbers 
of organisms which have migrated a short distance up 
the teat canal. : 

The specimens which I have here may be of some in- 
terest. The first are the lungs, livers and spleens of 
guinea pigs infected with tuberculosis by the intra- 

ritoneal injection of milk containing tubercle bacilli. 
These guinea pigs were killed four to six weeks after 
injection and - of well marked miliary tuberculosis. 
The other specimen is the body of a guinea pig w 
was infected with tuberculous milk six weeks ago, 
which received last night an injection of ‘3cc. of tuber- 
culin and was found dead this morning. This animal is 
of particular interest because it shows bp » nicely the 
lesions characteristic of the Koch method of standardis- 
ing tuberculin. Around each tuberculous nodule there 
is a very marked zone of inflammation in both the liver 
and lungs, while the spleen is greatly enlarged, and 
there is marked congestion of the peritoneum 
the seat of injection. 

On the call of the Secretary a hearty vote of thanks — 
was accorded to Mr. Buxton for the trouble he had — 
taken, to which he briefly responded. " 
Tueo. C. Toorr, Hon. Sec, 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 Tro 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 





































































































Anthrax. Foot- Glanders ¢ ie: 
and-Mouth : : Parasitic | Shee Swine Fever. 
Diese (including Scab. 
Posie’ Outbreaks Animals : Farcy) 
eriod. 
Con-| Re- | Con-| Re- |, OBt- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Ont- | Ani- | Out-] Ount- a 
rm’d|ported|firm’d|ported s| mals. [breaks| mals. |breaks| mals. breaks breaks. | tered. , 

Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended May 17 ll ll 2 8 57 122 3 51 724 
x 1912] 11 14 2 4 29 55 79 805 
oxen os hg 191i} 17 18 4 9 2 70 640 
1910 33 40 6 20 2 87 553 
Total for 20 weeks, 1913 | 262 283 67 213 | 1387 | 2868 118 877 12619 
. 1912] 435 429 67 145 | 1877 4207 159 1341 18860 
——* 1911 | 392 482 1 18 82 | 234 | 296 | 933 | 10041 
pe 1910 620 764 146 | 360 307 | . 483 | 4496 

+ Counties affected, animals attacked: Durham 1, Lanark 2. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, May 20, 1913. 
Outbreaks 

IRELAND. Week ended May 17 2 ll 1 3 
1912 ... 1 1 2 6 74 
Corresponding Week in 1911 ... eal wes 3 2 4 
1910 ... 8 5 12 
Tota for 20 weeks, 1913 84 278 62 372 
1912 ... 2 2 ioe ‘iene 37 249 104 1002 
Corresponding period in 1911 ... 5 5 1 2 38 231 49 816 
1910 ... 4 6 1 2 33 320 836 831 















































+ These figures include animals slaughtered and found affected on post-mortem examination. 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, May 19, 1913 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 











ELECTION ADDRESSES. 


To the Fellows and Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 


Gentlemen, 

My term of office as one of your representatives 
is about to expire, and the Lancashire Veterinary 
Medical Association has done me the honour of 
again nominating me as a candidate at the forth- 
coming election of Members of Council. 

May I once more venture to solicit your sym- 
py and support. It has been my proud privi- 
ege to serve you on the Council for the past 
sixteen years, during that time I have regularly 
attended the deliberations of the Council and Com- 
mittee meetings, and I think I may claim to have a 
fair knowledge of the work and the requirements of 
my professional brethren, 

My views on veterinary topics may be briefly 
summarised as follows: I am a staunch sup- 
_ of the Veterinary Surgeons Act Amendment 

ill now before Parliament, and I hope the day is 
not far distant when it will be entered upon the 
Statute Book and become law, such I am sure will 
be in the highest interests of justice and equity, 
and will prove a boon and a blessing to every 


I am in favour of all progressive measures that 
have a tendency to increase our prestige in the 
eyes of the public, and especially amy measure or 
Act that will protect the community against frau- 
dulent quacks and quackery. The profession at the 
present time is performing work of great National 
importance, and the Council in its efforts to main- 
tain a high standard of veterinary education is 
worthy of every encouragement and support. 

I am of opinion the time has now arrived, and 
the need is daily becoming more patent, for the 
appointment of Veterinary Officers of Health, men 
highly trained in scientific research and laboratory 
work to cope with present day requirements. 

In conclusion may I say, should you again 
honour me with a seat on the Council it will be 
my constant aim and earnest endeavour to uphold 
and maintain the honour and dignity of our pro- 
fession—I remain, gentlemen, your obedient 
servant, Josepx H. Carrer. 

Burnley, May 21st. 


To the Fellows and Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Gentlemen, 
Having again been adopted by the Lancashire, 
Yorkshire, Eastern Counties, and Liverpool Univer- 
sity Veterinary Medical Societies as one of their 





member of the profession, 


candidates for election to the Council of the 
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R.C.V.S., I have pleasure in soliciting your votes. 
As heretofore, I am an ardent supporter of the 

Veterinary Surgeons Bill now before Parliament, 

and sincerely hope it may soon become an Act. 

I again emphasise the advisability of retaining 
the “one portal system,” 

The relationship of the Board of Agriculture to 
the general practitioner has improved during the 
past twelve months and present indications point 
to a further favourable result. All efforts in this 
direction would have my earnest support. 

The public through County and other councils 
is appreciating to a greater extent than hitherto 
the influence of the veterinarian as a Public Health 
Officer. All movements in the view to producing 
the man required will have my keen support. 

My earnest desire is to help forward all move- 
ments in thg direction of increasing our public 
usefulness and protecting our professional status. 

Should you do me the honour of returning me to 
Council, you may rely on my devoting the time 
necessary for the duties envolved.—Yours faith- 
fully, W. Packman. 

The Wylde, Bury. May 10. 








ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orrick, WHITEHALL, May 16. 
TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY CorRPs. 
G. H. Bishop to be Lieut. Dated April 25. 
May 20. 
RecutarR Forces. ARMY VETERINARY CORPS. 
The following are seconded for employment with the 
7 Army :— 
apt.J. A. Bosley. Dated February 23. 
Lieut. W. F. L. Bright. Dated March 19. 








Personal, 


Mrs. RicHarD Roserts and family, Tunbridge Wells, 
desire to return thanks for the many kind expressions 
of sympathy shown to them in their recent bereavement. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE TUBERCULOSIS ORDER. 
Sir, 

In response to your request for information as to how 
each district is working the Act. 

Ata special meeting recently convened at the county 
town of this county, the Diseases of Animals Committee 
decided to allow their Veterinary Inspectors appointed 
under the Diseases of Animals Act (1) to make their own 
microscopical examination of suspected materials if they 
wished ; or (2) to send the suspected material to any 
scientific institution they wished, in this case they would 
have to pay the fee incurred themselves ; or (3) they could 
send the material to the county laboratory for the Medical 
Officer of Health to examine free of charge if they wished. 

Formerly it was proposed that the M.O.H. should 
make the diagnosis, but owing to a vigorous protest from 
the resident F.R.C.V.S. who plainly told the Committee 





that the veterinary profession were determined not to have 
any interference from the medical profession the committee 
decided, and very wisely, too, on the preceding course, ag 
suggested to them by the F.R.C.V.S. 

There is every indication that the Act will now be worked 
in complete harmony in this county, and will be a success. 
—Yours, etc. 

“ Hampsuire County.” 


Dear Sir, 

Re your Editorial inquiring about the working of the 
Tuberculosis Order—the enclosed cutting will show that 
practically nothing is being done in Warwickshire—in fact 
inspectors have been led to understand that the County 
Council refused to work the Order. In the adjoining county 
of Staffordshire, inspectors have not even been appointed to 
inspect cattle markets and at least at one large sale there ig 
not even a resident inspector and no inspector is present at 
the sales to exercise his powers on his own initiative—also 
the inspectors in this county have received no instructions 
whatever re working the Order from headquarters. 

Perhaps the Board of Agriculture will take steps to see 
that the Order is properly carried out by the iocal autho- 
rities and that inspectors are appointed to be present at 
cattle markets on behalf of the local authorities.—Yours, 
etc., INSPECTOR. 


TUBERCULOSIS IN CATTLE. 


‘*An important report was presented by the Executive 
Committee as to putting in force Mr. Runciman's scheme 
for the stamping out of tuberculosis in cattle. It was esti- 
mated there were 120,000 head of cattle in the county, and 
it was presumed that a large percentage were more or less 
affected with tuberculosis. It was believed the cost of 
slaughtering and inspection in Warwickshire would be 
£10,000 a year, towards which only about £1,000 would be 
available from the Treasury grant. This would involve an 
immediate increase of a penny in the pound in the rates. 
The committee thought Mr. Runciman was too optimistic 
about stamping out the disease in five years, and that as a 
pure milk supply was mainly a requirement of the urban 
as opposed to the rural population, the cost of stamping out 
the disease shall fall mainly upon the Imperial Exchequer. 
The committee was not prepared to take the responsibility 
of administering the order without definite instructions 
from the Council. 

It was decided to spend £1,000 only on the administra- 
tion of the order, but the Council expressed the opinion 
that the whole expense ought to be borne by the State.” 


A DISCLAIMER. 
Sir, 

I have to-day seen an advertisement by Messrs. Davies, 
Son & Co., wholesale druggists, Derby, in which they say 
Mr. DeVine, of Birmingham, once used their Tabellac 
local anzesthetic under the impression he was using some- 
thing else, and that I remarked that ‘‘ I have never known 
a case where the patient has been so absolutely insensible 
to pain.’’ 

I have never have had any dealing with 
Messsrs. Davies, Son & Co., and that I have to my know- 
ledge never commended any medicant sold by this firm. 
Their use of my name has been unauthorised and without 
my knowledge. I may say I have placed the matter in 
the hands of my solicitor, but in the meantime I shall be 
glad if you will find room for this letter.—Yours faithfully, 

Brennan DeVine. 

Birmingham, May 21. 








Original articles and reports should be written on one * 
of the paper only and authenticated by the names 
addresses of writers, not necessarily for publication. 


Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulbsm 


Road, London, 8.W, 
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